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Why Walk & Roll to School
Walk & Roll to School Day (WRTSD) is an international event hosted annually at 
K-12 schools. The event promotes safe, sustainable alternatives to traditional car 
commutes by encouraging students to walk, bike, or use other active forms of 
transportation. Additionally, it serves as an educational opportunity, teaching 
essential skills for safe walking and biking practices to young students.

Each year, schools across the Champaign-Urbana area participate, supporting 
healthier, safer, and more environmentally-friendly travel habits in our community.



Where?When?

Walk & Roll to School Day 2024

Wednesday, October 9, 2024

Students, parents, teachers, and 
faculty, crossing guards, UIUC athletes, 

public officials and employees

Six schools across Urbana and Champaign:

• Leal Elementary

• Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary

• Dr. Preston Williams  Elementary

• Thomas Paine Elementary

• Booker T. Washington STEM Academy

• Urbana High School

Who?



Thomas Paine Elementary 

Pictured right, were 
volunteers Mayor 
Diane Marlin, Riley 
Jones, and UPD Lt. 
David Smysor
stationed at Thomas 
Paine Elementary to 
welcome students 
as they arrived.



Leal Elementary 
On Walk and Roll to School Day, volunteers Cynthia Hoyle, UPD Lt. Zachary Makalik, as well as UI 
Athletes Ariel Madatali, Tali Joelson, Kennedy Brown, Eden King, Alea Byrne, Jake Birdwell, Brielle Burns, 
pictured below, were stationed at Leal Elementary. They warmly welcomed and engaged with students 
as they arrived, helping to create an inviting start to the school day.



Dr. Preston L. Williams Jr. Elementary 
Pictured below, C-U SRTS volunteer Gabe Lewis, UPD Deputy Matthew Bain, and UPD Patrol 
Lieutenant Michael Cervantes welcomed students at Preston L. Williams Jr. Elementary.



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary 
Pictured right, 
students at King 
Elementary were 
greeted by UPD Chief 
Larry Boone and C-U 
SRTS volunteer Abby 
Kipping. Many of 
them recognized the 
Chief from a recent 
safety talk he did at 
their school. Another 
UPD Officer brought 
a box of goodies for 
students to pick from.



Booker T. 
Washington 
STEM Academy
On Walk and Roll to School Day, C-U SRTS 
volunteers, Lily Wilcock, pictured right, and 
Champaign Mayor Deborah Feinen, not 
pictured, welcomed students to Booker T. 
Washington STEM Academy. Several students 
walked to school from a bus drop-off location, 
and from nearby homes.



Urbana High School
Urbana High School PTSA hosted a walk, bike, & 
roll to school station. Positioned between Urbana 
High School and Middle School, they welcomed 
hundreds of students who walked, rolled, or biked 
that morning. 

In partnership with the C-U SRTS Project, 
walkability and bikeability checklists were 
distributed specifically to Urbana High School 
students. The PTSA provided snacks, resources, 
and Bike Month t-shirts to those who participated. 



Urbana High School



Data Collection
Digital Walkability and Bikeability Checklists were administered at Urbana High 
School as part of their walk, bike, and roll to school event which took part on 
National Walk & Roll to School Day. Both checklists have the same intention of 
encouraging young walkers and bicyclists to think deeper about their commute and 
reflect on positive changes that can be made.

Digital Parent Surveys were promoted through C-U SRTS’s social media pages and 
by the schools that participated. 



Walkability 
Checklist

Data Collection Formats

14 responses by 
UHS students

Bikeability 
Checklist

29 responses by 
UHS students

Parent 
Survey

1 response from
Bottenfield
Elementary 

Parent



Walkability Checklists



Walkability Checklists
14 Responses

14 Urbana High School students completed 
Walkability Checklists. Many of them rated their 
walks from home to the closest bus stop. There were 
several responses from students who walked from 
their bus arrival point at school to the front door.

Those who walked a shorter distance ranked their 
walk as more enjoyable, whereas students who live 
farther away had more issues.

Overall, the students who completed our Walkability 
Checklists found their walk to be fun and enjoyable.

“How would you rate your walk?”

1 / Terrible
One of 14

3 / Okay
Six of 14

4 / Good
Two of 14

5 / Great
Five of 14



Walking Conditions
Walkability Checklists

Location Other Responses

Apple Tree Dr. “There is no sidewalk, but the shoulder of the road has many deep potholes. When 
it rains, I have to walk in the middle of the street to avoid soaking my shoes.”

County Club Rd. & Willow Rd. “On the first half [of the walk], there is a long sidewalk, however, after that, I have to 
go through a parking lot with no sidewalks to get to the bus stop.”

57.1% Said sidewalks were broken or cracked.

35.7% Said sidewalks were well maintained/spacious.

28.6% Said sidewalks were blocked.

14.3% Said there were no sidewalks or paths.

14.3% Said sidewalks were inconsistent.



Crossing Conditions
Walkability Checklists

Location Other Responses

Liberty Ave. “Crossing was easy.”

Florida Ave. & Vine St. “Drivers did not yield.”

64.3% Said crossing the street felt safe and easy.

28.6% Said roads were too wide to cross quickly.

14.3% Said there were no striped crosswalks.

14.3% Said drivers did not yield to pedestrians.

14.3% Said ramps needed repaired.

7.1% Said there were no crossing signals.

7.1% Said parked cars were blocking their view of traffic.



Walkability Checklists

Location Other Responses

Cottage Grove Ave. “No turning signal being used.”

Liberty Ave. “Going too fast trying to wake up others.”

61.5% Said drivers behaved well.

23.1% Said traffic was too fast.

23.1% Said drivers did not yield to them.

15.4% Said drivers honked or yelled at them.

7.7% Said drivers turned into people crossing.

7.7% Said drivers sped to rush through traffic lights.

Driver Behavior



Overall Problems
Walkability Checklists

Location Other Responses

Liberty Ave. “Just drivers doing the most.”

53.8% Said their walk was enjoyable.

30.8% Said we need better sidewalk infrastructure.

23.1% Said they felt unsafe.

23.1% Said we need more plants/greenery.

15.4% Said we need better lighting.



Do you have any thoughts to increase walkability in our community?
Walkability Checklists

Location Response

Vine St. “Some kind of rule that forces greenery out of walkways would be 
fantastic, as it causes most of my personal problems walking to school.”

Near Cottage Grove Ave. “We need more sidewalks, especially in residential areas.”

Near UHS “Maybe add a sidewalk next to the Urbana Highschool Parking lot.”

Near UHS “Sidewalk repairs and increased law enforcement.”

Dodson St. “More lighting and sidewalks.”



Bikeability Checklists



Bikeability Checklists
29 Responses

29 Urbana High School students completed 
Bikeability Checklists. Most of them rated 
their route bicycling from their homes to 
school.

Many students identified themselves as 
intermediate or advanced bicyclists. They 
identified many positive aspects of bikeability
such as safety, intersection & surface 
conditions, driver behavior, and more!

Overall, the students who completed our 
Bikeability Checklists found their ride to be 
relatively safe but identified many specific 
areas for improvement.

“How would you rate your bike ride?”

3 / Average
5 of 29

5 / Very Good
11 of 29

6 / Excellent
6 of 29

4 / Good
6 of 29



Bicycle Safety
Bikeability Checklists

65.5% Said they had a safe place to ride on roads.

17.2% Said there were no places for bicyclists to ride.

13.8% Said sidewalks had potholes.

10.7% Said sidewalks were uneven or had gaps.

10.7% Said there were dangerous drain grates, utility covers, or metal plates.

Location Other Responses

Around Blair Park “There's a wide sidewalk along Blair Park that makes it easy to bike on the sidewalk.”

Pennsylvania Ave. “Half of the way I had a lane other half was just road.”

Around UHS; Washington St. & Race St. “Just no designated bike lane, which can be a little sketchy approaching the school 
before and after school when everyone is driving.”

High St. & Grove St.; High St. & Anderson St. “Cars do not always see and stop for bikes.”

Around Carle Park; McCullough St.; Race St. “No bike lanes, but rideable on the edges if the road.”



Surface Conditions
Bikeability Checklists

48.3% Said surfaces were good.

37.9% Said pavement was broken or cracked.

27.6% Said pavement had potholes.

24.1% Said surfaces were uneven or had gaps.

3.4%
Said there were dangerous drain grates, utility 
covers, or metal plates .

3.4% Said surfaces were slippery when wet.

3.4% Said surfaces were bumpy.

3 / Average
10 of 29

5 / Very Good
9 of 29

4 / Good
3 of 29

6 / Excellent
3 of 29 2 / Fair

3 of 29

1 / Poor
1 of 29

“Please rate the surfaces you rode 
your bike on.”



Off-road/Trail Conditions
Bikeability Checklists

78.6% Said off-road paths/trails were a safe place to bike.

7.1% Said off-road paths/trails ended abruptly.

7.1% Said off-road paths/trails were too crowded.

7.1%
Said off-road paths/trails unsafe due to sharp turns 
or dangerous downhills.

7.1% Said off-road paths/trails were poorly lit. 



Location Other Responses

Vine St. “Crossing guards are helpful.”

Around Boudreau Dr. “People speed through.”

69.0% Said riding through intersections felt good.

24.1% Said wait time was too long.

6.9% Said they couldn’t see crossing traffic.

6.9% Said they were unsure of how to ride through.

3.4% Said intersections were busy.

3.4% Said that people sped through intersections.

“How would you rate the 
intersections you rode through?”

5 / Very Good
11 of 29

4 / Good
2 of 28

6 / Excellent
6 of 28

3 / Average
3 of 28

2 / Fair
1 of 29

Intersection Conditions
Bikeability Checklists



Driver Behavior
Bikeability Checklists

Other Responses

“There are greedy parents who won't wait for pedestrians after school.”

“I have seen [multiple] cars blow through the stop sign without slowing down. It is very difficult and scary to follow 
the cars in line to the intersection from Tiger Ln (Iowa St, east of Race St). to Washington St. I end up riding on the 
sidewalk and awkwardly merging with the long line of cars and busses when I approach the intersection of Race St. 
and Washington St.”

“Most drivers are aware and make space when needed. A few drive too close to the bike lanes.”

64.3% Said drivers behaved well.

17.9% Said traffic was too fast.

17.9% Said drivers passed me too close.

17.9% Said drivers cut them off.

14.3% Said drivers did not signal.

10.7% Said drivers ran stop signs and red lights.



Ease of Use
Bikeability Checklists

Location Other Responses

Urbana Middle School “When locking up my bike at school, I once found my helmet smashed on 
the ground, and most people around me find that people shift their gears.”

96.6% Said using their bike was easy.

3.4% Said there was poor wayfinding. 

3.4% Said there were scary dogs.

3.4% Said that there was no way to take their bike on the bus.



Cyclist Information
Bikeability Checklists

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1-2 5-10 15+ Everyday

Advanced 
Cyclist

16 of 29

Intermediate 
Cyclist

10 of 29

Beginner 
Cyclist
3 of 29

“Which of these phrases best 
describes you?”

“How many days in a month 
do you ride your bike?”



What did you do to make your ride safer?
Bikeability Checklists

86.2% Obeyed traffic signal and signs.

75.9% Rode with traffic.

72.4% Wore a bicycle helmet.

72.4% Rode in a straight line.

62.1% Was courteous to other travelers.

44.8% Signaled their turns.

44.8% Used lights while riding at night.

17.2% Wore reflective and bright materials.

Other Responses

“I rode on a street with less traffic.”

“Usually I wear a helmet, but it is only half a 
mile or so from my house to the school, most 
of which is fine. It is just when I approach the 
school that I can get a little nervous.”



Parent Survey



Parent Survey 

• Kindergarten student who bikes to and from 
school every day accompanied by a parent

• Parent does not feel that the school 
encourages students to walk or bike

• Child finds biking to school to be very fun

• Was not aware of C-U SRTS events and plans 
to participate in the future

Issues Identified:

• Adults to walk or bike with 

• Sidewalks or pathways

• Safety of intersections and crosswalks

One Response

Home
Near Lincolnshire Dr. & 

Ridge Rd. Champaign, IL

School
Bottenfield Elementary 

Champaign, IL

Commute
1/4 -1/2 mile

Takes 5-10 minutes 



Summary
The checklists and surveys distributed provide meaningful insight to what 
issues exist, specifically for Urbana Middle and High School students, 
during their commutes to school, whether walking or bicycling.

Upcoming C-U SRTS campaigns and events, including our annual Snow 
Angels snow removal program and National Bike & Roll to School Day in 
May, bring opportunities for us to address these issues. However, some 
situations are under the school’s responsibility.

These public events are posted on our website, cu-srtsproject.com, and 
on our social media pages.
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