SAFE ROUTES TO PARKS: VICTORY PARK PILOT PROGRAM REPORT

Victory Park Audit Report

Safe Routes to Parks

Safe Routes to Parks is a project working to make walking, rolling, and biking to parks
comfortable, safe, and easy. Working with community residents we hope to understand
what prevents them from feeling safe on the way to a park that is within a 10-minute
walk from their home. Using walk audits, residents identify problematic infrastructure
that hinders accessibility to, and within, the parks. The information is shared with the
city and the park district. Over the long term, the program seeks to increase park usage
and improve health and wellbeing for all people in the community. In March, the
program was piloted at Victory Park with the Historic East Urbana Neighborhood
Association (HEUNA).

Community Engagement

A presentation was made at the Historic East Urbana Neighborhood Association
Meeting on March 26t to introduce the program and gain interests for the walk audit.
Several people expressed interest during the meeting and 8 signed up on Google Forms.
We had 11 participants for Safe Routes to Victory Park Walking Audits conducted on
April 26 and 29 from 5:30pm to 6:30pm.
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Figure 1 Location Map of Victory Park

According to Urbana Park District Parks & Facilities Map Chart (05/28/19), Victory
Park is connected to MTD Red and Grey bus route. It has:

e Accessible Play Equipment,

e Basketball Court,

e Flower Beds,
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Garden Pots,

Open Fields,

Path/Trails,

Picnic Tables with Shelters,
Playground,

Accessible Grills, and
Tennis Courts.

Walk Audit

The audit was conducted by 11 community residents. There were four starting points
selected for the audit, which were Illinois & Vine, Main & Vine, Main & Hartle, and
Cottage Grove & Washington. They were selected by utilizing routes for Safe Routes to
School project, integrating community input, and using locations from North, South,
East and West as well as review of where people live.

With the new apartment complex development coming, community residents seek safer
routes to relax and exercise in the Victory Park. Their common concerns were:
e Poor sidewalk pavement condition,
e Short crossing time at signalized intersections,
e Speeding cars,
e Littering,
Lack of signage showing directions to park or information about the park, and
e No restroom within the park.

Problems and opinions collected from the audit are further illustrated in this map,
where blue line signifies walking directions to the park from four designated starting
points and both red crosses and red lines mark location of safety concerns:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=146PHa8gNjPlhi61pjiaseD16SaspJFoS&usp=sharin
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Figure 2 Audit Result Map
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Result

While the map acts as a visual aid for identifying safe hazards, the following table lists
detailed comments on routes to Victory Park. “X” symbols mark the concerns observed
by participants and contents in parenthesis tell the location of concern.

Starts Cottage Grove &
Concerns Washington Main & Vine Illinois & Vine Main & Hartle
X (Uneven brick sidewalk | X (1209,
X (From Washington south of Green; 400, 506, |1205, 1203,
Broken, cracked, trip to Oregon on Cottage | X (Behind Illini Oil 508, 708 and 808 East 1107, 1103
hazards Grove) Charge) Green; Main)
Blocked by overgrown
landscaping, poles, signs, X (Maple & Grove, Main &
plants, vehicles, etc. Urbana, 904-905 E Main) X
Not wide enough (2 people | X (From Washington
can't easily walk side by to Oregon on Cottage
side) Grove)

Nothing separating sidewalk
from street (grass, trees,
parked cars) X (Vine)

Crosswalk mid-block at
Schnuck's needs a ped-

activated & a pedastrian No truncated domes at IL
Sidewalks Others island & Vine
Road too wide to cross X (Main & Vine, SE
easily Corner) X
Traffic signals do not give
enough time to cross street X (Main & Vine) X (Vine & Illinois)
Crossing does not have a
pedestrian activated button | X
No crosswalk or poorly
marked X (Green & Vine)
Have to walk too far to find
a safe, marked crosswalk X
Bulbed out curb radii
should be extended, add
Crossings and ped island, or add ped lead |No stop light or sign High speed
Intersections Others Busy (Washington) |timing for peds (Green & Vine) traffic

Drivers appear to be
speeding X X

Drivers aren't looking out
for people walking, make

Driver unexpected turns, or seem
Behavior hostile X
X (Vine & Green, Green |X (Main to
Car speeds are too fast X X near Victory Park) West)
X (Main to
Too much traffic X (Vine) West)
Street lights are few/not
Safety present X (Green & Vine)
Few/no street or other
landscaping X
Vacant lots or rundown X (Green & Grove, 400 E
buildings X X Green)
Needs benches and places to
Comfort rest X X
No signs showing
Trash and (liquor) directions to park or info No bike
Park Features bottles about park No Restrooms parking

Figure 3 Results from Walk Audit
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Suggestions
Recommendation for infrastructure issues:
e Mitigate trip hazards by repaving the problematic sidewalks or providing signage
to alert pedestrians,
e Remove blockages from the sidewalk and examine poorly maintained
landscaping,
e Widen identified narrow sidewalks,
e Separate identified sidewalk from street,
e Add pedestrian activated signals / pedestrian islands / increased crossing time /
marked crosswalks / stop signs as needed at suggested locations,
e Regulate speeding,
e Add streetlights where needed, and
e Install benches

Adyvice for Victory Park:
e Maintain a cleaner environment,
Hold activities for trash clean-up,
Put signage for direction to the park,
Add restrooms or indicate nearby restrooms,
Consider adding bike parking.

Suggestions to improve the audit:

e Provide information on where to meet on surveys and sign-up sheets if possible

e Checklist form:

o Provide electronic version that people can do on their phone for easier

data entry and to avoid issues with handwriting,
Note routes taken to the park on the map,
Record specific location of problems with street address, building, etc.,
Record date and time of the audit, and
Record length of time spent to reach the park.
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Appendix. Photos taken during the audit

-

Figure 5 Looking north from SE corner of EIm and Urbana. No ADA cut-ins on east side of Urbana to cross EIm. No sidewalk
between Urbana and EIm on east side; only one-house-worth of sidewalk on west side of Urbana street



